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MEMORANDUM  TO:  Prosecution  Section  (Report  #96) 


THRU 

SUBJECT 


Executive  Officer,  "'ar  Crimes  Branch 


:  Massacre  of  Three  Hundred  Civilians  of  Cuenca,  Batangas, 
P.  I.  "■ 


II.  SUMMARY  OF  EVIDENCE: 


This  investigation  covers  the  murder  of  more  than  three  hund- 
red  civilian  Filipino  men,  women,  and  children  of  various  barrios  in  Cuenca, 
Batnngas,  P.  I.,  during  February  and  March  1345.  The  official  list  of 
those  massacred  was  prepared  by  the  acting  mayor  of  CuencA  at  the  request 
Of  the  governor  of  Batangas  Province  (R  1}  Ex.  A).  Typical  of  the  me¬ 
thod!  which  theoe  murders  wore  committed  by  the  Japanese  are  the  fol¬ 
low!  qg  examples: 


>-• 


About  1930  hours  on  3  February  1945,  the  Jppanepe  herded  tven- 
ty-opp  male  civilians  intp  a  cave  near  the  barrio  of  Tanqqp,  ordered  them 
out  ope  at  a  time,  and  tied  them  together,  with  their  hands  behind  their 
back^,  They  were  then  taken  to  an  open  field  and  in  ^roups  9f‘  three  were 
l?d  to  the  edge  of  a  ravine,  whore  they  were  shot  and  bayonetjted  and  then 
polled  Into  the  ravine.  Hie  Japanoso  then  examined  the  bodies  and  any 
that  Showed  signs  of  life  were  again  bayopetted.  Only  two  of  the  twenty- 
one  escaped  (R  7,  8,  11). 


On  6  February  1945,  approximately  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
civilian  Filipino  men,  women  and  children  were  assembled  in  the  house 
of  ^raciono  CASTILLO  ip  the  barrio  of  Mambuj.  The  Japanese  ^ook  the  men 
out  ip  groups  of  five  and  pone  cf  them  wore  seen  again.  Later  Vney  took 
thre|. women  out  but  they  were  returned  shortly  stating  that  the  grave 
wap  ^qt  yet  finished.  One  voman  and  her  child  escaped  from  phe  house 
durljte  darxness,  but  the  rest  of  the  one  hundred  and  eeventy-^five  wore 
never  seen  again  (R  14,  15).  Screams  and  groans  were  heard  from  the 
CASTILLO  house  and  tho  next  day  the  house  was  silent  (R  4). 


On  13  February  1945,  approximately  fifty- two  civilian  Fili¬ 
pinos  including  two  women  were  crowded  under  a  house  in  the  pitio  of  San  Juan 
by  tfcp  Japanese.  One  group  of  thirty  wag  taken  to  Mateo  PAJyMA1  S. house 
nearly  and  forced  to  admit  they  voro  guerrillas.  They  were  thoa  tied  to 
treei  and  the  posts  of  the  house.  At  about. 19C0  hours  they  were  taken 
Ip  groups  of  three  to  the  edge  of  a  well,  their  hand?  tied  biqhi'no  their 
bap^i,  and  made  to  step  up  singly  to  the  well.  Each  victim  waB  .ftold  by 
ppe  -.Japanese  while  three  others  bayonetted  him.  The  victims  were  then 
ihrowp  Into  the  well.  Only  t«o  escaped  out. of  this  group  and  one  of  them 
wap  wounded  (R  18,  19,  21,  22).  The  remaining  twonty  civilipne' were 
marotypd  to  another  house  near  a  well  and  never  seen  again  apq  it  1b  be¬ 
lieved  they  suffered  the  same  fate  (R  18), 


On  19  February  1945,  eleven  men,  women  and  children  of  Elisa 
l AGPAHTAY 1 S  family  were  bayonetted  ic  death  in  the  back  yard  of  their 
home  in  the  barrio  of  San  Felipe  by  Japanese  soldiors  (R  24).  The  same 
n^ght,  the  mother  and  nephew  of  Aguetin  LUNAR' were  bayonetted  to  death  in 
th§i$  home  in  San  Felipe  by  Japanese  soldiers  and  their  hpus 
(B  On  20  February  1945,  nine  men,  women  and  qhildren  o 

mily'  In  San  Felipe  were  bayonetted  to  doath  by  the  Japanese 
9P  same  evening  .eight  men,  women  and  phiJ.drN*  of  still'1 
Wpr$.  similarly  murdered  by  the  Japanese  and  fcfc.  yhpme  burped 
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Early  in  March  1945,  Irenes  h'OCEEA  wa»  wounded  with  bayonets  on 
a  trail  near  Poblacion  'ey  the  Japaneeo  for  no  apparent  reason  (it  .56). 

On  7  March  1945,  eighteen  male  civilian  Filipinos  wore  brought 
to  the  barrio  of  Dita  by  the  Japanoee.  Five  young  men  were  taken  from 
the  group  and  the  other  thirteen  were  given  passes  to  return  to  their 
homes.  Bn  route  homo  they  wore  arrested  by  Japanese  sentries,  marched  to 
a  ravine  and  their  hands  tied  bcvind  thoir  backs.  They  were  then  bayonet- 
ted  by  the  Japanese  and  the  bodies  thrown  into  the  ravine.  Eleven  were 
nevor  seen  again  and  only  two  escaped  (R  4,  39,  4C;  Ex.  E,  I). 

On  11  March  1945,  nineteen  civilian  Filipino  men,  women  and 
children  were  taxcen  by  the  Japanese  from  a  shelter  in  the  barrio  of  ‘’ab-  # 
la1'  and  imprisoned  in  a  txxnncl  for  about  a  week.  On  19  March  the  tunnel 
was  opened  and  tho  civilirns  were  ordered  out  in  small  groups.  As  they 
loft  the  tunnel  the  Japanoee  bavonettod  and  shot  them.  Only  about  six  of 
V*e  victims  escapod  (R  42,  43,  48;  Ex.  3,  C,  D,  S).  Ono  little  girl  about 
five  years  old  was  bayonotted  through  the  neck  as  she  ran  from  the  tunnel 
and  was  lifted  from  the  ..-round  while  impaled  on  the  bayonet  (R  45). 
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